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The 1998 movie version of Les Misrables was not a

musical, but a dramatic adaptation of Victor Hugo's 1862
classic novel about a man forced into hard labor for 19
years after stealing a loaf of bread. One of its memorable
scenes was the conversation between Jean Valjean (Liam
Neeson) and the bishop (Peter Vaughan) shortly after
Valjean was caught by the police and brought back to the
rectory with the silverware he had stolen. The bishop never
accused Valjean; after the police left, he said to the
bewildered Valjean, "Don't forget, don't ever forget; you
promised to become a new man." Valjean replied, "Why
are you doing this?" The bishop said, "You no longer
belong to evil. With this silver I bought your soul. I've
ransomed you from fear and hatred. And now I give you
back to God."

This scene from Les Mis?rables teaches us that an act
of kindness can bring about a life-changing experience.
Valjean never forgot what the bishop did for him and it
changed him into a decent and caring man. A kind act is
never forgotten; certainly not by God. Is there an
opportunity for us to be kind and patient with someone, or
to be generous and gracious? Would we take the chance of
not being self-righteous if it can possibly change someone
else's life? There is a price to be paid in being kind to
others, but it is worth every penny!

Let us reflect on what Jesus said to his disciples:
"Whoever wishes to be great among you will be your
servant; whoever wishes to be first among you will be the
slave of all. For the Son of Man did not come to be served
but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many" (Mk

10:42-45; Mt 20:25-28).
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